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Book Notices. 591 

Col. Yate discusses at length the relations between Persia and Baluchistan, 
and considers it unfortunate that Persia was permitted to annex what is now 
known as Persian Baluchistan, over which the Government is able to exercise 
little control, so that the Indian Government has been put to the trouble and 
expense of sending troops into this lawless region to do work that the Persians 
should do for themselves. He also deals with the question of Persian and Russian 
railroads. 

Rome. A Practical Guide to Rome and its Environs, By Eustace 
Reynolds-Ball, viii and 256 pp., 8 illustrations in colour, plans of the 
Forum, Vatican and Rome. Bibliography and Index. The Macmillan Com- 
pany, New York, 1906. (Price, $1.00.) 

This book differs in some respects from most guide-books. It is discouraging 
to the hurried tourist who has only a few weeks to spare to find how thinly he 
must skim over the surface of things in Rome, though it is richer than any other 
city in the world in objects of archaeological, historical, artistic and religious 
interest This book is especially planned to help tourists who wish to get the 
most profit and enjoyment that is possible in a few weeks' stay. It does not 
neglect the interests of the more leisurely traveller, but the chief mission of the 
book seems to be to convince the person who must catch his steamer that he may 
see, enjoy, and learn much if he will omit everything but the best and keep mainly 
to that which interests him most, whether it be antiquities, art, architecture, or. 
churches. 

In the first place, the book tries to save time by giving unusually full and 
precise details on practical matters, such as routes, hotels, etc., condensed into 
22 pp. of small type. The chapter on hints for sight-seeing concludes with a 
plan for "doing" Rome in a fortnight, in which the places and monuments that 
must not be omitted if the stay is only for a week are in bold type. Then follow 
217 pp. on the sights of the Eternal City classified in sections as "Ancient and 
Mediaeval Rome," "Renaissance Rome," and "Ecclesiastical Rome," with addi- 
tional chapters on excursions, the residential parts of the city, etc. The method — 
in the Forum, for example — is to call attention only to the more important or 
best-preserved monuments. The pictures in colours by Alberto Pisa are striking, 
and the map (in pocket) shows all important features numbered with reference 
to a list in the margin. 

Baku. An Eventful History, By J. D. Henry, xvi and 256 pp., 31 
Illustrations, Map and Appendix. Archibald Constable & Co., Ltd., London, 
1906. 

A small area around Baku is the greatest single centre of petroleum production in 
the world. The magnitude and importance of these Russian oil fields have long been 
known, and Mr. Henry, who, from his intimate acquaintance with the petroleum 
industry, is well qualified for the task, has rendered a service by describing the 
industry as it exists to-day. He sums up the reasons for believing the Baku oil 
enterprises will have far larger expansion. He supplements and brings down to date 
the vivid description of the Baku oil industry written by the late Charles Marvin 
twenty years ago. 

The book gives the history of the city and its industry, describes the great spout- 
ing wells, with new facts concerning the later history of these phenomena, records 
fresh information about men and methods at the oil fields and in the refineries, and 



